
Total Max i m u m  D ai ly  L oad  ( TMD L )  
 

What is a TMDL? 
 
A s d ef in ed  b y  E P A ,  a To tal  Max imu m Dail y  Lo ad ,  o r “TMDL”,  is a cal cu l atio n  o f  the amo u n t o f  a 
po l l u tan t that a w ater b o d y  can  receiv e an d  stil l  meet w ater q u al ity  stan d ard s,  an d  an  al l o catio n  o f  
that amo u n t to  the po l l u tan ts so u rces.  S ectio n  3 0 3 ( d )  o f  the C l ean  Water A ct estab l ishes the 
TMDL pro g rams an d  the asso ciated  w ater q u al ity  stan d ard s. 
 
The stan d ard s are set b y  the S tates,  Territo ries an d  Trib es an d  they  are u sed  f o r id en tif y in g  u ses 
f o r w ater b o d ies ( i.e. f ishin g ,  sw immin g  o r d rin k in g ) .  The scien tif ic criteria to  su ppo rt the id en tif ied  
u ses are al so  id en tif ied  b y  the S tates,  Territo ries an d  Trib es.  A  TMDL,  b ein g  the su m o f  
al l o w ab l e l o ad s f o r a certain  po l l u tan t f ro m co n trib u tin g  n o n po in t and po in t so u rces,  can  b e 
co n sid ered  the “po l l u tio n  b u d g et” f o r a g iv en  w ater b o d y .  A  marg in  o f  saf ety  is in cl u d ed  in  the 
cal cu l atio n  to  en su re that the su b j ect w ater b o d y  meets its d esig n ated  u ses in cl u d in g  
co mpen satio n s f o r seaso n al  v ariab il ity  in  w ater q u al ity . 

 
 
 


